REV wn. CRABTREE, 
FIRST PASTOR 
BAPTIST CHU CH AT BRADFORD YORKSHIRE : 
‘TO WHICH-IS ADDED, 
as AS ERMON, 
PREACHED TO. THE CHURCH 
At the Oiinatin of the 
| | RE¥, JOSHUA WOOD, OF HALIFAX eae 
August 6, 1760 | 
‘BY ISAAC MANN. 
Was\a BURNING AND SHINING LIGHT.” . 


‘OLD ALSO BY T. INKERSLEY, BRADFORD ; 

LEEDS; J. HURST, WAKEFIELD; WILSON AND SONS, YORK; 

| HOLDEN, HALIFAX 5 EARNSHAW, COLNE; WILSON, KNARES-~- 

| «BROUGH, AND ALL OTHER BOOKSELLERS IN TOWN AND 
COUNTRY, 
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TO 
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HIS HIGHLY HONOURED TUTOR 


THE REY. WILLIAM STEADMAN, 


THE SUCCESSOR OF 
(a SUBJECT OF THESE MEMOIRS, 


? 


AND PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST SEMINARY 


NEAR BRADFORD: 
/ 


AND TO THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT BRADFORD ; 


- 


IS SMALL MEMORIAL 


OF THEIR REVERED FATHER IN CHRIST, 


IS PRESENTED 


_ WITH ALL POSSIBLE AFFECTION BY THEIR FRIEND | 
AND SERVANT IN CHRIST JESUS, 


AUTHOR. 
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IN FRODUCTION. 


the following pages to the frends 
| of the late Mr. Crabtree, the author would beg 
tKeir indulgence whilst he states a few portionlars 
| to the work : 
| ’ Early int year 1806 he became acquainted 
with this venerable man, and felt no small interest 
in his society. On one visit to enquire after the — 
t welfare of the good old man, amongst other sub- . 
jects of conversation, he was pleased to express a 
wish that his MSS. might be put. into my 
bands. This 
execution till a considerable period after Mr. pa 
tree's decease. 


h, however, was. delayed in its 
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INTRODUCTION. 


an few friends had. suggested a hint that a se- 


parate account of him might be drawn up, which 
would be very acceptable to his surviving friends. 
I say ‘‘separate,"’ for an account of him had appeared : 
soon after his death, in the Baptist Magazine for 


1811, page 265, drawn up by Mr. Steadman, which 


account, though excellent, yet was necessarily 
short, as the limits” of a periodical publication 


forbid extended details | a i! 


After some deliberation « on this subject, Mr. 


S.- was consulted, who encouraged the design, 


| and allowed the free use of his memoir of Mr. i. 


in the Magazine The reader will find that much 


| of | ‘that, account is incorporated in the memoir 


now presented to him ; and this liberty so rebaily, 
and affectionately allowed to the author is here 4 


The detail of particulars in this work might 


“have been much extended, but it was thought 
desirable to suppress" as much as possible all irrel- — 


ative matter. It has iver —T to the writer 
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: themselves in a freedom of observation and remark 

tosuch a degree, that the reader has almost lost sight ‘ 
of the subject of the memoir, by his attention 

| to the writer. 


aso, a conpldbrelita objection against the memoirs 


ef some good men, that the Authors have indulged 


Some have been entertained, 


that many of Mr Crabtree’s friends may have ex- 


of this good man than are 


i now laid before them. To such the Author would 


‘say, that as Mr. . kept no regular diary, and:but — 
few distinct m yrandums of what passed in his 


course through lite, immediately relative to him- 
self, materials were far from bding abundant. It | 


Is true many accounts have been given the writer 


from the memory of his friends; but however cor; 
rectly such accounts may have been told as they 
have been heard from others, yet it is dangerous 
to. venture. on. reports in a work which ought if i 
possible in all particulars to be authentic. 


| ‘The manner in which the work is executed 


pected more particulars | 


INTRODUCTION. 


craves the reader's tenderness. The Author 
ites i pretend to perfection in composition ; he has aim-' 
i | ed at correctness of style, but fears after: all that 
he has committed errors. Wherever such, errors. 

are found, he will gladly correct them when pointed: 
out, and if another edition should be called for} 


will endeavour to expunge them. 


The aim of the writer, as far as 
knows himself, ‘is to glorify his Lord and Master, 
and to serve his cause in the world. A’ debtor to 
divine grace alone, he rejoices in its dominion } over: 
himself, and thousands of the fallen’ children of if 
men; and if this little manual shoukdin any, the’ 
smallest degree call the attention of men to'that 
Saviour, whom it is his mercy to flee toas a poor 
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guiley sinner, he will with heart-felt satis- 


- 


Good men of every denomination who bear | 

_ the image of the Lord Jesus are his brethren, and | 
in his estimation “ the excellent of the earth.” To 
such, for indefatigable zeal, integrity of condtct, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


firmness of attachment to evangelical truth, and 


7 . 


persevering holiness, he would venture to propose 
the Father in Israel, whose name he would baa 


petuate as an honourable example. veg 


Shipley, August 4th, 1815. 
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MEMOIRS 
3 


OF THE 


| wards. of fifty years an ornament and a blessing __ 
the Baptist denomination in the northern part 
of the kingdom, has left the following account 

of his early life, and of some circuinstances 
which then befelhim. 
was born of poor parents, the 7 
of Wadsworth, (in the parish of Halifax) De- 
eember 3d, 1720. Was left fatherless when 
_ eighteen months old ; and motherless at the age 
of eight years. Our mother brought us up by her 
labour ; we fell to the parish, my father’s friends 
had pity upon us, took us to themselves; and 
put us out to be weavers of stialloons. When I 
was about seventeen years of age, I became my 
own master. I was boarded in a wicked village, 
next door to hell itself; given to Sabbath-break- 


> 
&c. 
PLPLOLL PL ODPL OPPO OLD LOLOL? 
} 


14° HIs BIRTH AND CONVERSION. 


17 20. ing, drunkenness, profane cursing and swearing. 
ae “vii was linked in company with five or six young 
ae “men who did all in their power to teach me all | 
manner of wickedness : to do which, I thought 
_jwas very manly, thought was too youngto 
ae nyed but through custom it became habitual. 
i So much addicted was I to swearing, that I scarce- 
‘ly knew when I did swear. My companions told 
| sme how they went on, that out of every piece- | 
| ) weft, they stole so many hanks. I got so well — 
Bi {| acquainted with them at that time, that I found _ 
company of rogues. remonstrated against 
their practice; but they laughed me to scorn: and, 
| at Jast they prevailed upon me to do so too :-—~and . 
when the Lord opened my eyes, it was the sin of _ 


theft that lay nearest my heart. Wherever I went 
it haunted me. I happened to read that chapter 
concerning Zaccheus’s resolution to make resti- 
tution, if he had wronged any man. This took 
hold of my conscience, so that I thought if I did 


| a not make restitution J could not be saved. But, : 
alas! I had nothing to make restitution with. 


ae At last it came into my mind that there was a 
| of property, whom 1 knew. I went and 
told him what 1 had done, and what my consci- _ 
ence dictated to me. He asked me how much 

would do forme? J told him about 101. 
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BERTH AND CONVERSION, 
 lent-me.the money, and:desired [would divide it 1720. 
into shares, and said he would carry it to the 
persons for me. This was some relief to my | 
mind. He did so, and they were much sur- 
prised and astonished, commending’. me. for my 
“honesty, and told me they freely forgaveeme, 
set to. work, and wrought night and day, till Lt 
had got money to pay him with. Butstill went 
on in my sinful course. My companions said, 
_ “How long the money thou hast paid would have 
fitted thee to spend!” ‘There was at that time 
_-& party meeting, we went, and called fora pack 
of cards. I kad ten or twelve shillings; -we got 
_ drunk, and staid aml two or three in the morning. 
Thad only twopence left. I was thunderstruck for 
_. the money I had lost. ‘Tran out till I:came into 
the fields, and then set up a lamentable cry. I 
got home, and as I was set in my looms, mourn- 
ing over what I had lost, it came into my 
mind, “Can 1 make a vow?” I then remem- 
—bered that I had heard of aman who had sold 
himself to the devil. I thought, that if I made 
such a resolution durst not get drunk. I sat 
back in my looms, and vowed if I got drunk 
six months the devil should have me. About 
that time Mr. Grimshaw, of Haworth, came 
into the neighbourhood to preach. Iwas ‘re- 
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16 MR. GRIMSHAW’S PREACHING. 


1720.quested to go and hear him. I thought I would not, 
bat this thought passed my mind :—‘ Go, it can 
do thee no harm.” So I went to hearhim. He 


peer this observation, “that ONE SIN would — 
damn a soul thousand.” It struck 
me to the heart. Then I thought my case de- 
plorable : after tnt to, Haworth 
lytohearhim.” 

Tt was Mr. Grimshaw’s constant 
though a clergyman, to preach in private houses, 
in all the surrounding villages. In that depart- 
ment he was laborious toa very uncommon, and 
almost incredible degree, preaching sometimes — 

(including the regular services on the Lord’s day) 


was preaching about ‘the Prodigal Son.” He — 


upwards:of twenty times, and seldom less than _ | 
twelve times a week. He divided the country | 


into districts, taking one regularly each week. 
His usual manner was, upon entering the house, 
after having with up-lifted hands pronounced a 
blessing upon the people assembled, to falldown 
upon his knees, and pray with great fervency, 
and then‘preach with a plainness and pungency 
peculiarly adapted to his auditory, for a conveni- 
ent space of time; and thus having dismissed his 
eongregation, to hasten without delay to the 
next village, or to another house in a distant part 
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_ who had for some time previous to this came , 


MR. SMITH’S ORDINATION. 17 


of the same village; provided it were large,’ and 1750. 


there use similar exertions. | 


Such a man may be expected to be an exten- 


_ sive and lasting blessing. He may indeed be con- 

_ sidered as the parent of nearly all the religion in 

that part of the country, which before he arose, 

_ exhibited a sad scene of ignorance, barbarism, — 
and profaneness. He speaks, as the late Mr. 
+ Newton who has written the life ofthis extraor- 
4 dinary man, informs us, of four hundred com- 

_ municants at his own church, the greater part of 

_ whom he considered as converted persons, and of 
five dissenting congregations, all of whose mi- 

-nisters, and most of whose members were the 

fruit of his own labours. was prudent and 

_ attentive to the wants of men’s bodies, as well as 

; | to those of their souls ; frequently giving money 

| to the necessitous, and always charged his hear- 

_ eFs upon his dismissing them on week days, to 

- repair immediately to their secular employ. |. 


_ Though Mr. Crabtree received his religious 


é impressions under the preaching of Mr. Grim- 
shaw, yet from the situation in which he resided 
it is probable that he statedly attended the mi- 


nistry of the gospel at Wainsgate. 


On the fifth of June, Mr. Richard ‘Smith 
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MR. C. CHOSEN. TO BEA DEACON. 


1750. ‘been labouring at Wainsgate, was settled over 
—~the people as their pastor. The Rev. Alvery 
_ Jackson, of Barnoldswick, and the Rev. Henry — 
_ Clayton, who preached sometimes at Heaton, 
near Bradford, and sometimes at Salendine- 
Nook, near Huddersfield, assisted in the differ- 
ent services. In the list of members of this 
| Christian: church, Mr. Crabtree’s name stands 
third at the time of its formation.* 
The following document, preserved by. Mr. | 
Crabtree among his papers, at once informs us 
-of the election of Mr, Crabtree to the office of | 
a deacon, and of the invitation of Mr. Smith ee 
settle at Wainsgate. | 

March 3d, 1749-50 | 
An humble request to the church at Barnoldswick, 


for Richard Smith as a Teacher. 
To the Church of Jesus Christ at Barnoldswiek. 


Ww usually attend upon the word preached 
at Wainsgate, as a people lately separated, and 
‘eal! ed out of the wilderness of this world, having 
had for some time a desire to be joined together 
in fellowship, and in a gospel. order to serve the 
Lord :—and seeing that:the Lord hath inclined 
your hearts to lend an helping hand in times past, 


— 


Ste Trial of ‘two Opinivns,”* page 4; and 
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MR. (, CHOSEN TO BE A DEACON. 19 


in order to bring about this work ; we look un- 1750. 
to you, being in a great measure.ignorant of our 


duty, and also finding our souls breathing after the 
ordinances of the gospel ; we are now at a stand, 


‘\ neither know we what to do, but our eyes are up 
to the Lord, and upon you as, instruments inhis — 
hands. Humbly hoping that as you have hi- 
therto been as a father unto us, that you willfor 
time to come assist usin the best manner you are © 
capable : for we are entirely willing to be ordered 
_ and taught by you as the truth is in Jesus. And 


as he, on whose ministry we usually attend, is at 
| ‘present a member of your church; and is neither 
_ at his own, nor our disposal, we have upon due 
consideration, and joint consent, made a choice of 


him as our teacher. Our humble request to you 
_ is, that you would dismiss him from amongst you, 


_ both as a member, and also as a teacher, if you 
_ judge him proper for that work. We hope you 


will consider of this matter, and labour to bring 


it about in as short a time as youcan. We have 
upon due consideration looked out two from 
amongst ourselves : and ‘have chosen them to the 
office. of deacons, and in their name, and ewith 
our joint consent is this sent 


| 


WILLIAM CRABTREE, 


; 


| 
DEACONS. 
exe’ 
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20 | MR. C. CHOSEN TO BE A DEACON. 


1750. How many years antecedent to this. call to the 
_ ‘~~ pastoral office Mr. Smith had laboured among the 


_ people at Wainsgate is not certain, ‘but it should 
‘seem from collateral circumstances to have been 
a-considerable time prior to that event :—For the 
«worthy Mr. James Hartley, who died at Haworth 
in 1780, was a member at Wainsgate some years 


before this time, and was by them encouraged 


to exercise his talents in the ministry as early as" 
1748. * These exercises of Mr. Smith at Wains- © 
gate, were abundantly blessed to Mr. Hartley | 


‘and Mr. Crabtree, in leading them both into an 
extensive acquaintance with the distinguishing | 
- doctrines of divine grace; doctrines which i intheir _ 


divine influences on the hearts of these two good 
men, had taught them to live to the glory of the. 
adorable Redeemer. 

Soon after Mr. Crabtree’s election to the office 
of a Deacon, the church remarks, “His gifts — 
did after some time make appearance in private, 
and afterwards having more freedom, he disco- 


_-yered more of a willingness to appear in public. 


It was to the satisfaction of every member in 


particular, He was invited to several places — | 


abroad, and began statedly to go to Bradford, so 
that in the month of November, 1753, a number 


in, Page 97 of Mr Crabtree’s Fuperal Sermon for Mr. Hartley. 
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BAPTIST CHURCH AT BRADFORD 


_of persons that were members of the church at 1752. 


Haworth, sent.a letter for his dismission, and 
was ordained pastor of the church at Bradford 


the 5th of December following.”* Many of those 
who invited Mr. C. to Bradford, were also mem- _ 
bers of the Baptist church at Rawden, the oldest, 


| and till that time almost the only Baptist church 


? | in that part of the West-Riding of Yorkshire. 
‘The following paper, which has on the back- 
side of the original, an endorsement by Mr, 
fs Crabtree, authenticating it, will give some in- 
formation of the above people. 
The: rise of the church at 
‘Bradford. 
_ Bacup, had an invitation into this: part of the 
‘country by a few professors of the Baptist deno- 
mination: which he complied with, and -preach- 
_ ed several times at Bradford, and the places ad- 
| jacent, till such time as it pleased God, in the 
dispensations of his providence, to incline the 
hearts of a large number to seek after the word. 
In consequence of which they animated each 
_ other jointly to petition the church at Bacup, the) 
church at Wainsgate, and the church at Haworth, 
for a grant for each of their respective pastors to! 
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22 BAPTIST CHURCH AT BRADFORD. — 


. 


| 1752. come and supply at Manningham, once every I. 
~~ quarter during the term of one year. To which — 

| petition the abovenamed churches unanimously __ 

agreed :—and accordingly Mr. Richard Smith, 


pastor of the church at Wainsgate, came the — 
first to begin the meeting ; whose labours were 


attended with a divine blessing. And he made _ 


mention of brother Crabtree, as one whom he. 
thought the Lord had cut out for a minister. 
Therefore we. importuned him «to prevail with — 
brother Crabtree to come over and exercise once 
amongst us upon trial ; which he did accordingly 
and was well approved of, But before this came __ 
about, ‘Mr. Hartley, pastor of the church at 
Haworth came, and preached upon the doctrine 
Of believers’ baptism, which was attended with 
such success, that five persons were baptized the 
next day at Manningham, and three more went 
to’ Haworth and. were baptized the Wednesday 
following. The next in course was Mr. Henry. 
Lord, pastor of the church at Bacup: who being 
a very popular preacher, a greater multitude than 
common attended upon his ministry; which un- 
der the Divine influence was blest to the good of — 
souls. Brother Crabtree coming, and preaching 
Hel once upon trial, and being approved as observed 
before, it was jointly agreed to petition the 
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"MRS cst NVITATION BRADFORD. 


month, which they accordingly But 


was with no small reluctance that Brother Crab-_ 
tree came; not being thoroughly satisfied with 
respect to his call. However, being prevailed 
upon, he supplied every month; so that we had 
the gospel trampet sounded every fortnight + and 
__ his ministry was always attended with a Divine 
blessing. But winter being come, and being 
obliged to preach ina house, by reason of the 
inclemency of the weather, which caused great 
crowding, and being straitened for room, it’ in- 


duced us to look out for a more spacious apart- oe 
- ment; bat being i in general very poor, we were 


obliged to get subscriptions where we could, in 
order to discharge the rent of a meeting house. 

M4 Accordingly providence directed us to a place | 
__which had for many years been an articled cock- 


 |pit. So that to our comfort we see, though Satan — 


fix his standard, and spirit up his emissaries to 
establish corruption by law, yet when Christ has 
need of the very same place, down Dagon must 
| come ; and the strong man armed is obliged to 
submit, when a than he comes 
takes away his armour.” | 
- Tradition says, that Mr. Crabtree’ s first text to 
his friends, at Bradford, was Acts x. 29, There- — 
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24 LETTER FOR HIS DISMISSION. 


«17583. fore came Tunto you without gainsaying, soon 


I was sent for 3 I ask, therefore, 
tent ye have sent for me? 
As it may gvitify ming of the friends of this 
_ good man who are yet living, to read the request 
made to the church at Wainsgate, for Mr. veg | 
trees's we shail insert it. 


To THE CHURCH oF CHRIST. AT WAINSGATR, 


Grace, mercy, and peace imuade ci unto you: 
"This is to let you understand our circumstances _ 
at present; who are a company of baptized be- — 
Tievers ; who have agreed to covenant together | 
(the grace of God assisting us) to give up our- — 
selves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, we | 
never to be broken :—And, we have set 
apart a day for fasting and prayer to seek the 
Lord’s direction in this important affair. And we 
think it is the Lord’s will and pleasure to call a : 
pastor to labour among us in word and doctrine. 
As Brother William Crabtree has, we firmly be- — 
_ lieve, preached the gospel unto us, with, mach 
clearness, and with great sincerity of mind, and 
heart, and his life and conversation have been | 
adorned with the same And inasmuch as we 
ean truly say from the ground of our hearts, that — 
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(MEETING-HOUSE BUILT AT BRADFORD. 25 


he: is really. sent ‘of God to preach. the gospel, 1754. 
(though he does it with: mach fear and trembling;) ~~ 
we humbly desire you now, totake our caseinto 
consideration: and we beg, if you think it be the 
 Lord’swill,togrant Brother Crabtreehisdismission 
from you as a member of: your church, to labour 
among us as our pastor and teacher; for we think 
_ the Lord hath made him willing to take the over- 
sight of us.) So we conclude, desiring your 
wate: for us.—Farewell. 
WILLIAM ROBINSON, 
hewn. 


WILLIAM. RAYNER, . 


WILLIAM GILL. 


Mr. Craberes's boing he 
_ and his friends were formed into a church on the 
_ 4th of December, | 1753, consisting of twenty- 
| three: ‘members :—And ‘on the following day his 
ordination took place ;: Mt. Richard:Smith; Mr: 
James Hartley, and Mr. 
The cock-pit mentioned pean: 
too: small for the congregation, and.a new 
ing:house being named, «1002. were cheerfully 
- subscribed. towards its etection. One was soot 
after built ina more commodious part of the 
town,. capable of four or, five 
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1755. Mr, C. speaking of the church at this -time 
“~~ remarks, ‘ For some years after our first settle- 
‘ment, we had large additions to the church; not 
fewer than sixty joined us in the space: of two 
years. The Lord continued to bless the ministry 
of his ‘word for the conversion of sinners, and. 


the gathering in of his chosen till the church \in- 
creased to the numberof one hundred and thirty.’’* 
On the 27th of January this year, Mr. C. 


_yisited London, to solicit the assistance of the © 


opulent in defraying the expences of the newly 
erected Meeting-house. Here he was cordially 
received by the ministers -and churches in his 


own connection. — Dr. Gill, Mr. Brine, and others: 


whose names will be had in everlasting remem- 


‘prance, took him by the hand, and opened their 
-@pulpits tohim. When Mr. Crabtree became the 


pastor of the church, he applied himself with a 


laudable dili,ence to the discharge of the impor- 
‘tant duties of his station. © Aware of the disad- 
vantages under which he laboured, through the 
. want of education, he applied himself closely to 
reading and study ; and sensible that an infant 


interest could be raised to maturity only by. the 


most vigorous: exertions, he preached with 


Min C.'s Manuscripts. 
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DEACONS' ORDAINED. 


great zeal and constancy, not only in his stated 1756. 
place of worship, byt also in all the surrounding ~~ 


villages to which’ he could gain ‘access. For 
some years he preached not less than five or six 
_times a a week : and God greatly owned his la- 


He afterwards kept wholly to his great 


sists ; and though his people were generally 
poor, and he during many years of his ministry 
hada growing family, yet he never engaged him- 
self iti any worldly business, but committed him- 


self/and his to the care of an indulgent provi- 


dence! ‘His hopes were not disappointed ; for 
by the exertions of his friends, and the Divine 
blessing upon’ that “they” contributed, ‘he was 
comfortably provided for. 
Some time in thie year, but when cannot 
wih Mr.Crabtree entered 
into thé: married life-with Miss Mary Booth, a 
: "person ‘of property, good sense, and what is more. 
| important than all besides, of ardent and genuine 
piety:°’ But as more will be said of this valuable 
woman we decline saying any 
fartlier at present. 
‘The’ newly formed at Bradford bad 1 not 
gs “yet any Deacons appointed, and being very 
the ist of December, 1756, was 


set apart as a day of fasting and for Divine 
| | ee: 
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DEACONS ORDAINED. 
1756. in this matter on the 26th .of 
January following, ‘Brethren Jonas Walker, 
Samuel Taylor, Samuel Smith, and John Ross, 

were called to the of in, | 

church,” | | | 

questions were proposed by their pastor. 
Do you freely acquiesce in, and accept of 
| church’s call to this office ? 

ANSWER —When we ‘consider the of 
the work, and the weakness and inability thatiat- 

tends us, we find the greatest reluctance’ to engage 

“in it. But being through grace helped, to{look 

up to the Captain of our salvation, who. has not 

only promised to be with his church unto the end 

of the world, but also that as our day’ is,.so’ our 
strength | shall be, therefore with an humble.de+ — 
pendance upon his. strengthening presenee, we 
think we can acquiesce | in, and. accept of the 


2, What ends have you in view. in. accepting 


of, and taking upon you this service? 

| Answer.—We trust we are not 
acquainted with the treachery and deceitfulness, 

| which yet lodges in our hearts, together with — 
the various temptations we shall have toencounter; 
|. yet we that our sole view in ac- 
bila 
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cepting of, and taking upon us this service, is 1756. 


the glory of God, and the good and welfare of st a 


our Christian Brethren. 
8. Are you, by the grace of God; fully atin. } 
mined to the utmost of your power, faithfully 
to discharge the trust reposed in you? — | 
_ Answer.—We humbly hope that we are not al- 
together ignorant f the difficulties we shall have 
to grapple with, both from within and from without; 
yet we trust it is our full design and resolution by 
the grace of od, faithfully and uprightly to dis- 
charge the trust reposed in us to the best ef our 
capacity. And to this end, we earnestly desire 
the Divine he Ip, and the prayers of our Christian 
brethren, that instead of bringing a. blemish 


upon, we may add lustre to that good cause 
Ww hich we think we love, and desire to horiour. — 


|| air. R. Smith, of Wainsgate, prayed for the 
: Deacons, accompanying his prayer with laying 


on of hands. Mr, Hartley delivered moving ex- 


hortations to the, Deacons. nd Mr. Smith 
addressed th church ri Heb. siii. 17, and 


| eoncluded with prayer.”* A letter from Mr. 


| Smith to Mr. Crabtree prior to this event, will 


shew the freedom | and simplicity of this woatty | 


| 


* Mr. C,’s Manuscripts. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


‘ 


on 


Kee 


2 


||| | ME. SMITH'S ‘LETTER. 
= — 
1786, 1796-man, , and it is hoped will nee 


se To Mr. William Critter, of the | 


gospel at the Baptist meeting: house i in aims 


Dear Brother, | 
Painsgate, Dec. Oth, 17 56. 


“Thine I received, and was glad of thy ditap- 
pointment. I sometimes have had the happiness 
to meet with such unexpected favours; though 
But seldom. With respect to your choice of 
‘Deacons, those you have chosen appear well, 
but all is in the trial. I have often lamented the 
loss of thee in vain, and, as I suppose, shall have 
cause to mourn on that account to my departing 
or dying day. Bat i it was the Lord’s will that thou 


and higher service in Immanuel’s country-house. 
As to my coming on that day you have fixed for 
4 ordination, I desire both thee and friends to ad- 
mit of an excuse ; not because T want love to 
you, or care for you, but because 1 determine 


not to g0 abroad during the popish (supposed) 


holidays. Thou mayest impute it to my weak- 


—_- 


Though we adthire Mr. Smith’s tendérness 
_ i conscience, there does not appear any necessity for being | 


0 scrupulous, and it should seem from the accouut just 
given me vyercame his ow difficultics. 


shouldest be separated from us for more useful, — 
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ness, but I desire thou wouldest not impute it to anf 


a want of love,. Dear Brother, I find my natp- “vw 
ral parts much weakened," particularly my 
brain: I desirein thy prayer for me thou would- 

not forget Psalm Ixxi. 9. ‘only. the 
word me for lim. 
love to thyself, family, ied 


ARD SMITH. 


June 1, 2 2 An association of Baptist ministets 
was held at Bradford. In this association were — 
included the churches at Wainsgate, Sunderland, 
| Whitehaven, Bradford, Haworth, Juniper- Dye- | 
| House, Rawden, Bacup, and Liverpool; from the 
_ minutes of which it appears that eighteen were in 
| this year added to the church at Bradford, and the 
“next year not less than forty were added to them, 
‘Thus eminently did God bless the labours of this 
his servant.— This association was held annually 
for some years, till at length some differences — 
arising , between the. minister of the church at — 
Bacup, .Mr. Henry Lord, and Messrs. Smith 
and the conference was given 
up... 
‘About this pte. Mr. Jobn prs of 
Liverpool, embraced some sentiments which his 
brethren judging erroneous, Mr.Crab- 
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1758. witty ‘and Mr. Hartley, of Haworth, and 
stood. forward with Christian zeal to oppose a 


parture from ‘the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” This produced from Mr. Johnson a 
work entitled, “Two Opinions Tried,” and from 
Mr. Hartley, a valuable pamphlet, entitled “ A ua 
Trial of Two Opinions Tried ;” a clear and | | 
dicious account of the wisdom of God in the per- | : 
mission of sin, and a vindication of the imputa- be 


tion of Adam’s sin to his posterity, with other 


points opposed by Mr. Johnson. 
February 26th. On this day the present thaly 


venerable Mr. John (now Dr. Fawcett, who for 


more than fifty years has been the pastor of the 
church formerly at Wainsgate, now removed to 
Hebden-Bridge) came before the church at 
Bradford as a candidate for baptism, and church- 
fellowship, and was baptized on the eleventh of 
March following. 1 find from Mr.Crabtree’s pri- 
vate memoranda, the following entry: “Febraary. 
26th, this day John Fawcett gave in avery sa- 
tisfactory account to the church, of the Lord’s 
dealings with his soul, and was judged a fit sub- 
ject for church fellowship.” * This good man had 
been from his childhood industrious in the pursuit 
of learningand religious knowledge. Not long after 
this he was called to exercise those talents, which 
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have so long emitted a steady and glorious. lustre j ip 1758. 
the church of God. In a letter from the Doctor 
the compiler of these memoirs, dated April, 
1815, he, remarks, ‘‘ About the year 1761, 
invited occasionally to give my thoughts on 
different: portiens of the Divine Word, but in a 
_ private way. Itwas net till perhaps a yearafterthat, 
that I was called upon to speak before the church. — 
T have short notes of sermons as early as 1762. — 
Some time. after, I was solemnly called forth by — 
‘my. brethren to preach the Word occasionally — 


among them, to which I consented with fearand _ 
trembling. In 1763, my worthy predecessor, 
Mr. R. Smith, died. He was settled, it is. 


said, over the church at Wainsgate in 1750. 1) 


was invited to serve that people after hisremoval, — 
and the Christmas. following, through Divine 
permission,: tI came to settle among them ; 3 but | 

this was in weakness, and in fear, and in much — 
The ordination took place some time | 


trembling. 
after, but I cannot point out the exact time. 
am your feeble aged ‘Brother, 


OHN FAWCETT.” 


any one. thiok the pliers a digression | 
| from my point, I am persuaded, that it is a di- 
gression that wi 


» 
| 
1 
+ 


not fail to my readers of 
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$4. DISPUTE. oN THE MORAL LAW. 
eee 1759 every denomination ; whilst it gives me an op- 
| “~~ portunity of mentioning a man with respect, on 
whom, for the last ten years of my short life, I 
have looked with every sentiment of veneration and 
esteem, May this honourable: in srael 
long be spared ! } 
This year our venerable frie na Uha't to 
with some growing difficulties amongst the peo- 
a ple of his charge. — Two members of the church | | 
at Bradford asserted that the moral law was nota 
rule of conduct to believers. This occasioned 
great uneasiness, Mr. Crabtree mentioned these 
enemies of the Divine will, some years afterwards 
with sincere grief. “Some: years ago, an unhappy 
_ dispute arose in the church, respecting the’ moral 
law being a rule ‘of walk to believers,’ and the 
power of men to perform: things which i in them- 
selves are morally good. ‘These differences did 
| us much harm, but were at last happily adjusted 
by the assistance of neighbouring ministers; yet 
. not without thé loss of many members who re- 
mained obstinate: in their pernicious sentiments.’’* 

| 


| 
>. 


| ‘Those troublers, in Israel who have given up 
the law as a rule of conduct, have generally been 
the distress plague of any community where 
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‘they have obtained. footing. So it was in this 1760. 
_ year with the avouchers of these opinions a 
Bradford, and so it is at present. Their spirit, 
_ in general, is division and discord. However, 
‘enough has said of an error $0 or 
E ‘August 6th, On this ‘det Mr. Joshua Wood 
-was ordained Pastor over the Baptist church. at 
Halifax; at which ordination Mr. C, preached 
the sermon a xed to this memoir; Mr. Hartley 
having previously addressed the a to the 
pastor. | 
In this town a meeting had bich begun and 
carried on for some time with much success. Mr. 
Crabtree had baptized many who were residents. 
_ in Halifax, but who till now communicated with 
the church at Bradford. ; | 

September 3d. Mr. Colbeck Sugden, was 
dained over the people at Cowling- Hill, on w which 
-oceasion Mr, preached to the people from 
Eph. v. 15. | 
On the 17th of the same month, he was called 
to assist. at the ordination of Mr.Charles Bamford, 
at Okenshaw, near Blackburn, ia Lancashire, and 

addressed the people from Ep. v.15,—and 
October 8th, Mr. C. was €alled to Bridlington, 
to assist at the ordination of Mr. Wilbraham, The : 


| 
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| 
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| were settled and united in love, 
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1765. at Bridlington, onaccount Of some dif: 
“~~ ferences amongst them, had been destitute of a 


pastor more than twelve years 3 but at length . 
this occa- 
sed the questions to 


sion Mr. Crabtree propo | 
offered “up 


the minister and the church ; 


—nister from Acts XX. 28. 
--Vitations to take the lead i in_ public services, are 


‘Sach repeated in- 


no common testimonies to the increasing — | 

of this watchman i in the church of God. 
Several members of the Independent 

under the care of the Rev. John Edwards, at the | 


| White-Chapel in Leeds, were, by reading the 


New Testament led to call j in question the validity | 
of Infant sprinkling. The church of Christ fat | 
Bradford, and their esteemed pastor Mr. C. were 
by these, petitioned “to come over and help 
them’? in their enquiries into the divine will. A 
letter to this effect, dated April 23d, 1760, was | 

sent to Mr. Crabtree, signed by four persons. iat 


_ Five persons were soon after baptized, and ‘re- 


ceived into fall communion with the church at | 


Bradford ; ; these were followed by six more, who 


publicly followed the Lord Jesus in the ordinance 


of baptism. ‘Thus Was an interest of the 5h | | | 
at Leeds. | 
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ACCOUNT OF MR. COOK. 37 
men other papers belonging to Mr. Crabtree, 1765. 
isa letter which may justly be considered as’ a 
proof of the wonderous power of diviné grace on 
the heart ; and not doubting but it will gratify 
the reader, it is here presented to him: : | 


To Mr. ‘Samuel Taylor, School Master 
Bradford. 


Dear Brother, 


> 
‘ 


Having little to do at present, it came into 
- my mind to singiled a few moments in writing to 
you. And as I knew you to be’one that takes a i. 
peculiar pleasure i in hearing the relation of extra- 
i 3 ordinary cases, in things of a divine nature, the | 
substance of my epistle shall consist of a‘narra- 
tive, well ia 


AN ACCOUNT OF MR. JOHN. coox, oF ‘BRISTOL, 
7 WHO is BOTH DEAP AND DUMB, ‘. 


He came to me, (says Mr. John Tommas, the | 

Baptist Minister at the Pithay, Bristol,) some 
‘time in August 1764, and made me to understand 
that he hada desire to be baptized :—That I might 
have all the satisfaction which his circumstances 
would admit, besides his constant attendance 
upon the word, and at times evidently muclhi 


! affected under it, which I and others had observ ed | 
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1765. for ‘some time hack, I asked. him how long he 
—~had prayed? He told me ever since the year 
1750, and had continued it to that time. Then © 
he seferred me to the following scriptures that | 


athe 


had been good to him :-—Micah vii. 7, There- 
q fore I will look unto the Lord, I will wait for the | 
| | | salvation, my God will hear | 
| Matt’ xi. 28, Come unto me all ye that labour 
q | and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” — 
| | |) iii} 195 And to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge.’’ Phil. iii. 8, 9. Yea 
| doubtless, and I. count all things but loss, for the 


‘I excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my | 
| Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all | 
’ things, ‘and do count them but dung that I may | 
_win Christ, and be found in him, not having © 
own righteousness, which is of the 


ae 


i but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
which is of God by faith.”’ Ps 


exix. 5. “O that my ways were directed, 

| keep Statutes.”’ Isa. i. “Come 
| det us reason together saith the Lord, though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as — 
snow, though they be red like crimson, they — 
shall be as wool,” Psalm Ixiii. God? 
thou art my God, will seek j my 
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thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth 1765. 


in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.” 
After he had referred me to the above texts, 
asked him the/following questions, by | and 
action :— | 
4. Are you; willing to part with all sin? 
_ He answered by action expressive of his hatred 
of it, and referred me to Hosea xiv. 2, “ Take 
with you words and turn’ to the Lord : say 
unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us — 
graciously.”” ‘Particularly: these words, Take. 
away all iniquity.” ( 
Uf. Tasked him, Do you love holiness | 
He answered by patting: his hand upon his ao ie 
- breast, ‘expressing how good it was in his estima- 
tion, and referred to Psalm li. 2. ‘*Wash me 
| Be from n mine alee and cleanse me from 
my sins’? 
I asked him, Do you love the werd of God 
>" He answered by putting his hand upon the Bi- 
Ale,’ expressing how good it was to him) and re- 
_ ferred me to Psalm exix. 97. “O! how I love 
thy law, it is my meditation all the day.” , 
JV. Lasked him, Do you-love prayer? — | 
He answered by placing his hands in 4 praying z 
| posture, with the greatest indication of pleasure, 
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| 1765.and referred me to Psalm Ixxiii. 28, “* But it is 
v=" good | for me to draw near to God.” | 


asked him, Do you love men? 
_ He answered by action declarative of his re- 


cud for them, and referred me to Psalm xvi. 2, _ 
“‘My goodness extendeth not to thee; But to al 
a saints that are in the earth, and to the excel- 


lent, in whom is all my delight.” 
_ VI. Lasked him, Do you love Jesus Christ at 
He answered by action which declared tke 
mest affectionate regard for him, and referred me 


to Song v. 16. “ His mouth is most sweet; yea 


he is altogether lovely. This i is my friend, 0! 


. daughters of Jerusalem,” 


‘VII. [asked him, If he expected his prayers 


would merit salvation ? | 


He answered No, by action, and pointed me to. 
Titus iii, Not by works of righteousness which 


we have oper, but to ‘merey he 


saved us.”” 
VII. I asked him, If 


| 


He answered by action that he had, and sien 


red me to Psalm ciii. 3, « which had been com- 


fortable to him. Me 
IX. I asked him conce! ing baptism ? 
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“BAPTIST CHURCH AT FARSLEY. 41. 
refesrell me to Matt. iii. 13—16, & 176 


“19. and expressed his desire tosbe baptized. — ~~ 


je asked him If he wanted to eat and drink 
at the Lord’s table ? 
| He answered by action that he did, and refer- 
red me to Psalm xxvii. 4. “One thing have I. 
_ desired of the Lord, and that will I seek after;” 
Psalm Ixxxiv. How! amiable are hy 
_ tabernacles, O Lord of hosts 
Dear Brother, | the dbove is one of the most 
remarkable instances I ever remember to. have . 
read or heard of ; and L make no doubt butit will © 
_ be the same tu you if you have not heard of it 
* * *- My lave to my wife 5, to 
you and yours, and all friends, cat 


_ From yours in the strongest tfes, 


WILLIAM CRABTREE. 


Liverpn ‘Jan: 1765. 


In Ladition % has been above 
the success of. Mr. Crabtree’ s labours, we have to ~ 
observe, that. in this year the members of his 
church residing i in and about Farsley, a conside- 
rable village near five miles to the eastward of — 
_ Bradford, became so numerous as to be induced 


to form a church in that village. This, with the 
| bs 
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“1770. Sceebialhou of their brethen, they soon effected. 


Thirty members were dismissed from Bradford, and | 


7 

> A 


ate 
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ter 


a kind friend in that neighbourhood offered 2001, 
towards the erection of a new meeting-house 
and they were for years a flourishing church 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. William | 
Rowe, originally a member of the church at 
Bradford. This body yet subsists as a respectable 
society, notwithstanding some'painful occurrences 
previous to the coming of their present pastor, 
Mr. John Sharp. Bat notwithstanding so large 
a secession of members and hearers, (in addition 
to which twenty-three had been dismissed also to 
other churches before, at different periods) the © 
chureli and. congregation at Bradford so far 
creased, that a-still larger place of worship be- 
came necessary. Accordingly, in the year 1782, 
by their own exertions, and the assistance of — 
their friends in London, and different parts of — 
the country, they erected their present meeting- 
house, which is capable of about seven 
Mr. John Beatson, had: for some ‘time 
laboured as a minister i in the Independent a al 


mination, was, a little previous to this time,’ bs : of 


(| tized by Mr. Crabtree ; dismissed to the work of 
the amenig" the at Sutton | 
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Craven,:'and afterqants removed to SaltoHoule 179). 
Lane, in Hull, where he long laboured with ~~ 


growing usefulness and reputation. Also Mr. 
William Shaw, about the same- time, was dis- 
missed to Collingham, to the pastoral care of the 
Baptist. churh. there, from Bradford, where he 
 Jaboured till death, a period of more than thirty 
years, Thus. ‘pre-eminently t useful was this wor- 
thy man, as an instrument in. the hand of the 


Lord in building up Zion. 


At this. period of Mr. Crabtrée’s life le was 
called to experience a most afflictive bereavement. 
In October this year Mrs. Crabtree was called 


her Father’s home. As Mrs. C. was eminent 


for piety, and so. deservedly dear to Mr. Crabtree, 
we shall preserve a memorial of her piety. The 
Soeeee sketch of her character was drawn by | 
‘Dr, Faweett when preaching. her funeral sermon 
pie 951791. The text was John xi. 25, 26. 
am the resurrection and the life,” 
6 You who compose this Christian society, have 

Jost in deceased. sister, a-valuable and worthy 
ofiyour community. She was called°to 

the-knowledge of ‘her Saviour, and ‘to subjection | 

to his. government in her youth:—And allowing 
forthe. common weaknesses of humanity, she has 
_ been enabled to support the Christian character 
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1791. through life with hynour and reputation, The 


conduct of such aone, though ina narrow and 
) Be retired sphere, is of mere real excellence and im- 
portance, than the most splendid actions of kings: 
: i. eed conquerors which fill the annals of history. 
know how firmly she was persuaded of the truth: 
if is in Jesus.. The word of God was her.con- 
stant companion. Religion was her element, 
: | and the ways, and worship of God her delight. 
le ‘The throne of grace was her refuge, and she 
; ii could, no more live without prayer, than without 
necessary food. She. took great pleasure in 
i | those who fear God, and was ever careful to avoid 
i giving offence to any whether high or low, Her 
social hours were improved jn Teligious and 
| savoury discourse. ‘Her afflictions were many, 


but the last was long and heavy. She 
for many months between life and, deaths but 
her patience and resignation ‘were astonishing 
ia to all her attendants. | She was supported bythe 
hopes and comforts of religion through the whole 
of the tying scene. of her attendants 
treasured | up the following: expressions .which 
dropped. from, her Jips different 
sometimes, hope. Iam, going: home, but when a 
Tittle hetter,. Sent. ‘not: be Being 
her:tmind was: composed and. happy,., she 
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asked at another time how she was, she said “I 


- sure foundation ; Christ is all ‘and in all to me. 


am a poor polluted worm, but the blood of | 
Christ is sufficient to cleanse me from all sin. 

- Fo him alone I look. He is all my trust—I need 

No more. None but Christ for me a poor sinner. 
Tam not rapturous, but § trust in the Lord. is| 

Bi Some of her last words were, ‘*Come, Lord Jesus, 


= The final moment was come, and she breathed 
out her soul into the bosom of her Saviour. You» 
the children of the deceased, have lost one of 


MRS, 


CRABTREE’S DEATH. 


replied—“TI fly’ 
gospel, and am 


/ 


to the refuge held forth in the 1791. 
safe.”’ At another time, ‘I know ~~ 


of God, but that is over. How long will this 
timeof affliction last? Oh for divine support! When 
I shake off this load’ trust I shalt be happy. fF 


not how it is, but I cannot doubt of my interest 
in Christ.” It was remarked to her, that her 


- afflictions were heavy and tedious. She said, 


“That might be in order to reconcile her relati- 
ons to what was coming upon them.” Being 


am quite still and easy, and hope I am on the 


I am a poor weak creature, but Jesus is sufficient 
forme. How have I delighted to go to the house 


| 


come quickly.”’ k He soon answered her request. 


the bestiof mothers. For you she offered up many 
ardent eer you alie gave the best advice, — 
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You will, J trust, reap the benefit of both. “Fo 
you, being dead, she yet speaketh in that pious 
example which she hath set before you. May you 
improve the separating providence, and walkin the 
steps of your. deceased parent. You, my aged 
brother and fellow- labourer, have lost a faithful 
and affectionate wife, You have been happy in” 
her r society for nearly thirty: +six years. God has- 
blessed your ministrations, as as the means of form- 
ing her to a meetness for. the land of rest and 
peace. She has been yoursy mpathizing companion 
in all your tribulations. She isnow gone where you 
long to be. The trial is heavy upon you in your de- 
clining years; much more heavy than any can ima- 
gine who have not been tried inthe same way. Two 
things ought to alleviate your sorrow :-—The happy 
end of your dear parther—and. the prospect of 
your being speedily re-united to part. no more for 
erer. God grant you his sovereign support! 
May your few remaining days be. crowned with 
usefulness, honour and tranquillity, till you finish 
your work, and enter into the joy of your Lord.” 
Notwithstanding the severity of this shock, it 
pleased God to give strength equal to his day, and 
our friend proceeded with his wonted vigour in the 
work of the Lord: —That work was hisconstant joy 
a preacher, Mr. Crabtree’ abilities were 
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universally respected and admired, “The senti- 179 
| ments he delivered were always important, his > 
| — method clear, and his language, though quite 
ifn unornamented, proper and striking ; while a deep 
| seriousness: pervaded the whole. Few ministers 
|} met with more general acceptance than he, whe- | 
| ther i in the country or in the metrapolis. The 
| Jatter place he had occasion to visit three times, 
on anerrand common to ministers in the country, 
that of soliciting the assistance of the generous 
and opulent: friends of religion, in de fraying the 
expences of erecting each of his own places of 
worship, and that of friend and brother 
. Hartley, of Haworth; and a number of. persons 
still living remember, and speak of his 
rial labours there with much pleasure and respect, 
As a pastor, he. was thoroughly devoted to the 
_ spiritual interests of his flock ; he fed them with 
the sincere milk of the word; he watched over 
them with a solicitude ; and exercised 
"proper discipline with affection and firmness. 
He” was warmly attached to: that system of 
| generally,. and we think very properly, 
_ styled evangelical. He was satisfied it was the 
_ doctrine of Scripture ; and always viewed him: 
self as a remarkable instance of that sovereign 
efficacious grace which makes so prominent a fea-_ 
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. 


1791. ture of that system. He was satisfied too of its 
“—~~holy tendency, and took upa considerable part of 


his public discourses in explaining the nature, and 
enforcing the observance of the various duties of 


the Christian life, of which also he himself was 
an eminent pattern. | 


It may however be no matter of 
nor will it much detract from his excellence, : 
if in his younger days, and exposed to consider- 
able opposition, his zeal for the doctrines of the 
gospel should carry him beyond the limits that 


rigid prudence may prescribe. This may perhaps _ 


be thought to be the. case in the following i in- 
stance. ‘One of the members of his church had | 


“accepted a challenge from some ministers in the: 


connexion of the late Mr. Wesley, to engage in - 


apublie dispute. Upon more mature consider- 
ation, his friend wished to. decline the contest, 
and turn over the business to his pastor. To this. 
Mr. Crabtree assented, and the other parties 


agreed. They accordingly met on a’stage erected 
for the purpose, and held their disputation on 
the points at issue between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians, surrounded by a very numerous con- 
course of people assembled on that occasion, 


But though this affair may be looked upon as sin- 


gular, and resembling ‘the theological contests” 
of the first ages of the reformation, ahd 
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_ was probably not fully approved by Mr. Crabtree 


himself in his latter years, yet it so far succeeded. | 


as to bring over to the side of truth one of the 
principal of his opponents, who was afterwards, 


for years, a very v luable Independent minister in ; 


| 


a neighbouring town.* 
Mr. Crabtree began his ministry when the po- 


pularity and influence of those two great men vet 
Gill and Brine aL at their height ; it is not at | 


all strange, therefore, if he should have adopted 


their sentiments on what was styled the Modern — 
Question, whether saving faith were the duty of © 
the unregenerate. On this subject, however, there 


is reason to think his views in his latter years un- 
derwent an alteration. But when he was on the 


it may be to the friends of Mr. 


‘Crabtree to know the particulars of this dispute. They were | 
- as follows; Mr. Hampson, and Mr. Titus Knight were at this 
‘time preachers in Mr. Wesley’s connexion, and both in the 


Bradford circuit. Mr. Hampson one evening preached in the 


Methodist Chapel at Bradford, from] Chron. xxviii. 9. Mr. 


William Cook, one of Mr. Crabtree’s members, was a hearer 
of Mr. H. that evening, and afterwards had some conversa- 
tiun with him rélative te his sermon, which had been a very 
strennous defence of finally falling from grace. Mr. Hanipson 


gave Mr Cock a challenge to dispute the matter with bim 
. Iv public. He accepted it ; ‘but afterwards turned it over to | 


his-pastor. <A stage was erected in Burnet-Fields above Lit- 


tle-Horton; Mr. Crabtree and Mr. Samuel Taylor were for 


J the Calvinistie side of the question, and Mr. Hampson au | 


Mr. Knight for the Arminian. The consequence was, that 


Mr. Knight was convinced of his error, leit the Methodi-t | 


connexion and Lecame-the Pastor of the Independent-Church 
in Halifax, | 
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negative side of the question, he never considered 


the ability of fallen man, much less the secret 


“purposes. of God, as forming the measure of 
- man’s duty, nor failed to address the unregenerate 


part of his auditory with great fervency; and 


when on the affirmative side of it, he never felt, 
or discovered any, the least diminution in his. 


attachment to those glorious doctrines’ of diseri- 


_ minating grace, for which he had been before so 
uniformly zealous an advocate. Seriousness, i in- 
tegrity, and firmness were the prominent features. | 


of his character. He was superior to artifice or 
concealment ; and always ready to avow, and, on 


proper occasions, with meckness and. steadiness 


to defend whatever he apprehended to be truth, | 
But, though he was firmly attached to his senti- 
ments as a a Cacvinist, 


Baprist, he knew how to esteem, and did esteem, 


godliness, and godly men, in whatever connexion 
he found them. In his p private intercourse he was 
somewhat reserved, seldom talking much, unless 


put upon it by his friends ; and then he never — 


failed to converse greatly to their entertainment 


Till he was de. of eighty years of age, 
Mr. Crabtree ‘continued to exercise his ministry, 
apparently with case to > himself, and with great — 
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‘HIS LAST AFFLICTION. 


| acceptance and profit tethe church ind congre- 1803. 
gation; but in the year 1803, a disorder with ~~ 


which he was § ‘ized, and which for a while laid 


him wholly aside, but from which he afterwards 
partially recovered, so far impaired his corporeal 
‘and mental powers, as to make it plain to his 


- friends, that his ork was done. Of this, how- 
| ever, he was no SO fully: aware as they; he loved 
his Master’ s work , and he felt reluctant to give 
it up.” >! Like sorte « other good men, in a very ad- 
| | vanced’ period o life, his discerning faculty, along 
with his other ulties was impaired, especially 
turned in 
at which 
to arrive. 


t is desirable for public charae- 
is unwillingness to retire from 


| culties common to petsons struggling between 
affection and tenderness for their aged pastor, and 
aconteérn for the interest of the church and congre- 


gation : ‘and for 


a short time, the affair was amicably settled, and 
| Harmony between him ‘and his friends restored, 
which édntinte ‘till his removal by death. 
| a During the ‘Six 
that of his death, 


| 


2 


infirmities of age, and patiently waited for his great | 


pon himself. Old age is not a_ 


hrew his friends into those difhi- 


| ‘ while marred the harmony which e 
‘Had"S0 Tong subsisted ‘between them. But after 


years between this period, and 
he gradually sunk under the / 
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af 
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change. For the greatest part of this time, he 


“~~however, was able to attend the public service 
of the house of God, ‘how and then engaging in 


prayer, and on some occasions delivering a short 
address. Twice, in the close of the year 1808, 


he ascended the pulpit, and preached, and went 


through the services in a manner far beyond what 


could haxe been expected, to the no small sur- 
prise of the congregation in general, and) much 
to the gratification of his old friends.. He could 
also occasionally visit his friends, and would often 
‘converse with ease and pious cheerfulness, fre- 
quently exhibiting some remains of those maseu- 
line traits of character that had distinguished him 
through life, being the great. man in ruins, To- 


wards the close of i it, the pains of body increased, 


and his mental vigour nearly forsook him, so that : 


he was able to converse but little. He was how-_ 


ever, more detached from earth, and_ evidently 
fitting for heaven ; exercising: a steady reliance on 


the promises of a faithful God, and sialon, in 


affection to all about him. 


His death was sudden. and easy. He was put i 


to bed on Thursday evening, February 14, 1811, 
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and was found the next morning a corpse. It is 
* probable. he went off in his sleep, as a person who 
| slept i in the room with him was not awaked, nor 
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_was he ‘moved the posture in whieh lay 
down. He entered the ninety-first year of his ~~ 
age, on the gh h day of the preceding De- ae) 


cember. | 
| Much respect 
His corpse was 
six of the oldes 


the pall suppor 
ministers. His s 


delivered a discourse on the occasion, toa very 
large assembly, rom John xi. Our friend 
Lazarus sleepeth., and his much esteemed friend 


as shewn him at his 


ony 


delivered an addre 


requested hit 
also to deliver 
“from Psalm xvii 


funeral discourse afterwards, 


with the former 
his attention to the latter part of it, till Lord’s 


, on which he improved the sub- 


since erection of the 


rabtree was prevailed upon to 
I | 


ever assembled 


| | 
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ried to the place of worship by 
“members of his church, and 
‘d by six of the neighbouring 
iad (Rev. William Steadman) 


and brother, - Rev. Thomas Langdon, of Leeds, 
at the grave. In the coursé — 
of his long acquaintance with his worthy friend, { 
14 Dr. Fawcett, of Hebden-Bridge, Mr. Crabtree 
to officiate at his funeral, and | 


5. The age and infirmities of 
that good man entirely prevented his complying 
of the request, and delayed ~ 


~ 


=o 


from the above-mentioned 


~ 


Serr 


>. 


a 


| 
Day, April 14th, ee 
ject in a discourse : 
| 
t | 


ORDINATIONS. 
| 1811. print two of his sermons, the one occasioned by 


death of his much loved friend and brother, 

4 i Mr. James Hartley, who died February 2, 1780. | 
and the other delivered at the opening of the 
vt habe meeting-house of the late Mr. Price of Leeds, 
5 aya in the month of January, 1789. Whoever pe- 
~ ruses these discourses, will form no contemptible 
idea of Mr. Crabtree’ § talents as a preacher. a4 
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i addition to hag been already said of thie 
publicservices in which Mr. Crabtree was engaged, 


| to see an account of the other public services in 
which he took a part; these at least ‘may serve 
to shew the high esteem in which he Wwas held by. 
the different churches of Christ: The following 
is copied from Mr. Crabtree’ s memoranda. 


17 64. At Wainsgate, at the ordination of Mr. 


/ 


August 17, 176 Bingley, at the ordina- 
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it has been thought that i it might gratify his friends 
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tion of Mr. John 
Cor. iv. I. 


August 10, 17 
érdination of Mr. 
from: 2 Cor. ii 


‘Kinghorn, Bish 
} Cor. iv. 2. | 


sharge from 1 Cor 


the ordination of Mr. Charles 
ster y; Durham, preached to | 


Whitfield, at Ha 


| the church from 2 


Rowe, at 


t the ordination of Mr. David | 
Burton, gave the charge from 


iv, 2. 


1777. 
Mr. John Hindle, 
vi. 20. 


August 1, 1777. 


from 1 Tim. vi. 2 


$rdination of M 
from Th 


October 15, 778. At Long-Collingham, at 


1778) 


Thess. ili. 4. 
RR at the ordination of | 

gave the charge from | Tim. 

i At Sunderland, at the ordi- 
nation of Mr. John Bowser, gave the charge 


At Hawkshead-hill, 


$8. 


to the church from 


D. At Sutton i in Craven, at the 
ohn gave the charge 


ri. At the ordination of Mr. 
Sutton in Craven, oe the | 


at the 


. Thomas Harbottle, to the 
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the ordination oF Mr. William: Shaw, the | 
qharge from Tim. vi. 20, 


May 20, 1779. At Wainsgate, at the otdination 
of Mr. Law, to the from 
| 


August 9, 1781. At ordination of Mr. 
Slee, at nal the people from 4 
Thess. iil. 8. 4 

| June 26, 1782. At the aiidettoin of Mr. 
‘Thomas Langdon, at leeds, to from 
net xvi, ‘17. | 

December 25, 1782, ordination Mr. 
midi John Bowser, at Shipley, from Gal. v. 


May 18, 1784, At the ordination of Mr. 
Bi Thomas Mellor, at Wainsgate, preached to the 
people from Gal. v. 13. | 
— April 19, 1786. At Rochdale at ordination 
of Mr. Thomas mre the 
| from beam, Vi, 20.7). 
| | | November 1786. At the of Mr. 
be ae William Wade, at Ogden, gave the charge from | : 
1, Tim i iv, 6. | 

27, 1787. At Manchester at the ordina- 

i | tion va Mr, John Sharp, to the church from Agts | 
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ORDINATIONS. 


The following are ‘without Date. 


| At Whitehaven, a the ordination of Mr. 
H iidiestone, to the people from 1 Thess.v.12,13. 


At Ackrington, at the ordination of Mr. Chriss 


Bamford, to the people e from | 


«At Sutton in Craven, at the ordination of Mr. | 
J ohn Walton. | | , 


labours more. abundant.” 
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